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November 2018 


General Meeting—Tuesday 6 November at 8.00 p.m. 


Speaker: Ray Draper, an environmental defender and conservationist; operator of Central Highlands Environmental 
Consultancy 


Talk title: Frogs of the Geelong area; also the problem of Chytrid fungus and field hygiene 


General Meeting—Tuesday 4 December at 8.00 p.m. 
Members night and Christmas supper. 


Michael Skinner and Jackie Pallister will be speaking about the Birds of Broome. Also Gordon TAFE Diploma of 
Conservation and Land Management student and GFNC Scholarship Holder Amy Stanton will present on her 
Restoration Project for the Charles McCarthy Reserve, St Leonards. 


Afterwards we will share supper together so please bring a plate of something sweet or savory to share. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Paul Rushworth, Werribee; Heather Anderson, East Geelong; Jennifer Scovell, Stonehaven; 
Charles Hovarth, Newtown 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 
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Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Di. 


GFNC website 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 


or photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website 
read interesting articles and much more.... (go to the Observations tab) or 


emailed to the GFNC email address 
so that they can be incorporated onto the site. 


Observations 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at The photo on the front cover, by Helen Schofield, is of a 
general meetings. Striped Legless Lizard, a threatened species. Taken at 


; Cressy 20/10/18. 
The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members 
to chat to other members and visitors. The photo on the back cover, by Margaret Alcorn, is of a 
Peregrine Falcon with a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper as prey. 
Taken at Blue Rocks 20/10/18. 





President’s report 


Biodiversity Community Forum, March 2019 

In partnership with the City of Great Geelong (CoGG) the 
Club is running a biodiversity community forum. The 
event is designed to raise awareness of the natural 
environment and provide information on how people can 
get involved in the many environmental programs within 
the region. 


A working group consisting of Club members Lee 
O’Hara, Cathy McDermott, Tracey Hinton and myself, 
along with a team from CoGG, has developed a master 
plan for the event. We have also discussed a 
communication strategy which will promote the forum to 
the local community. Approx. 20 volunteers from the 
Club will be required to help at the event by setting up on 
the day, staffing Club display tables or guiding those 
attending. Further details will be discussed at the 
November General Meeting. | hope you will all get 
behind this plan and become involved in making the 
forum a SUCCESS. 


GFNC 2019 Program of Activities 

At the recent GFNC Program Subcommittee meeting, 
chaired by Barry Lingham, the proposed excursions and 
speakers for 2019 were discussed, including a field trip 
to King Island in March (see page 10 for preliminary 
details and to express interest in participating in the trip). 
Other modifications and new initiatives for 2019 were 
also discussed. The Program will be included with the 
December issue of the Geelong Naturalist. New 
contributors to the current 7-member Subcommittee are 
welcome. 


GFNC publications and communication 

The Publications and Communication Subcommittee 
also met this month. The Subcommittee, chaired by 
Deborah Evans, manages the processes, standards and 
different ways in which the Club communicates. Several 
issues related to copyright, bird sightings taxonomy and 
nomenclature used for reporting across publications plus 
Geelong Naturalist editor guidelines were discussed and 
resolved at the meeting. This group meets twice yearly 
and plays a very important role in ensuring consistent 
approaches within the Club’s publications including the 
Geelong Naturalist, web site and Facebook pages. 


G21 Environment Pillar Meeting 

In my role as Club President | attended a recent G21 
Environment Pillar meeting. The Pillar consists of 
councillors and representatives from key organisations 
and community groups like ourselves who meet to 
consider what regional and cross-organisational 
initiatives can be promoted to generate improved 
environmental outcomes. The Pillar has three key roles 
related to knowledge sharing and collaboration, raising 
awareness and advocacy to State and Federal decision 
makers. Currently the Pillar is promoting selected 
renewable energy and efficiency projects. It is also 
looking into a regional approach to adopt best practice in 
weed and pest management. The Barwon River 
Parklands project will create further greening along the 
Barwon to Armstrong Creek and the Moorabool River 
upstream to Batesford. 


Rod Lowther 


ClimateWatch Workshop 

Craig Morley and | attended this workshop which 
involved representatives from local schools and 
environmental organisations. Club representatives were 
invited given our role as the region’s key citizen science 
group. The workshop introduced a program to 
commence in 2019 in which school groups will do repeat 
linear surveys noting the presence of location sensitive 
key species, plus nesting behaviour for birds and 
flowering dates of plants to assess the impact of climate 
change. This activity will introduce students to the 
practical side of phenology (study of cyclic and seasonal 
natural phenomena, especially in relation to climate and 
plant and animal life). At the meeting we offered to act as 
a resource to the teachers should they wish to know 
more about local natural history or they have questions 
on wildlife survey techniques. For more information visit 


http://www.climatewatch.org.au/ 


Ministerial Advisory Committee (MAC) to develop a 
community vision for the Barwon River 

Deborah Evans and Craig Morley attended a policy 
announcement by the Minister for Water, Lisa Neville, on 
the establishment of a new Ministerial Advisory 
Committee (MAC) to develop a community vision for the 
Barwon River, associated waterways and their 
landscape. The Committee’s terms of reference are still 
to be written. A similar announcement was made prior to 
the last State election about the Moolap Saltworks. Let’s 
hope this MAC can report back within the one term 
electoral cycle unlike the Moolap issue where the 
outcome of the study has yet to be made public by the 
relevant minister. 


Barwon River alliance 

Continuing this water management theme, several Club 
members and | attended a meeting with many of the 
Friends, Landcare groups and other environmental 
organisation that are based along the Barwon River. The 
purpose of the meeting was to explore the possibility of 
forming an alliance to advocate on better outcomes for 
the overall health of the Barwon River and to seek a 
significant increase in environmental water flow. 


Sparrovale Wetlands 

CoGG released the first draft of a proposal to develop 
Sparrovale Wetlands. Craig Morley, the Club’s 
representative on the Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority Lower Barwon Consultation 
Group attended, providing Club input on the design and 
the next stage of the planning process. 


In addition to the in-person meetings that Club 
Committee and other members contributed to this 
month, much Club activity involves responding to 
inquiries from the public and in dealing with authorities 
and other parties via email and phone. This work 
involves many people within the Club. | thank my fellow 
Committee and Subcommittee members, and others 
who have represented the Club in one way or another, 
for their efforts and commitment to help the Club to 
function successfully and to contribute towards improved 
environmental outcomes. 
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Join us for a look into the fantastic 
conservation work happening in the 
Geelong region's natural areas. 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE! 
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Fauna survey report—Gum Flats 


11—14 October 2018 


Location 

Gum Flats is an integral part of the Anglesea Heath, 

and it has been the site of several earlier fauna surveys. 
Unfortunately, the area is popular for trail bike riding, but 
it is not clear how detrimental this is to the fauna of the 
area. 


The site where the present survey was conducted was a 
depression about 700 m along Woodlands Track from 
Gum Flats Road. This is not an area heavily used by 
trail biking, and we did not have any disturbance from 
the riders and their machines. 


Weather 
Generally fine and sunny, with cool to mild overnight 
temperatures. 


Elliott traps 

We set two transects each with 20 small Elliott traps— 
the bait used was standard peanut butter, golden syrup 
and oatmeal. Dacron bedding was placed in the traps 
which were enclosed in a weatherproof plastic sheath. 


Traps E1—E20 were set along a gully running uphill into 
dry heathland vegetation from the Woodlands Track, 
among and beneath some dense Prickly Teatree, 

small Messmate Stringybarks and gahnia sedges. 
E21—E40 were set downhill from the track into a damp 
gully where the canopy was mainly Manna Gums with 
some Messmate Stringybarks and Black Wattle. The 
ground vegetation included Bracken and sword-sedge. 


A proud but lonely grass-tree 


Wilma Tribe 


his magnificent flowering Austral Grass-tree is 

growing in Wilma and Graeme Tribe’s Ocean 
Grove garden. It has grown from seed from the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve that was given to Graeme 
28 years ago. Its flowering started in early July and is 
now 4 m high. It has had no special attention and is 
planted on 1.4 m landfill although it is protected from 
westerly gales. The ants, honey bees, wattle birds, 
Noisy Miners, New Holland Honeyeaters and 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters are all enjoying it. 


Graeme Tribe with the grass-tree in his garden. 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


Trevor Pescott for Fauna Group 


Results 

Despite apparently suitable habitat, we were unable to 
catch any mammals. One trap had been rolled over, 
possibly by a fox. 


Harp traps 

One harp trap was set for two nights beneath an open 
canopy of Manna Gums across an ephemeral 
watercourse, currently dry but damp underfoot. 
Results 

No bats caught. 


Comments 

It was a very disappointing result. The lack of harp trap 
capture was probably due to the cool conditions over 
winter. There was little insect activity at night—certainly 
no moths or beetles entered the trap. 


Swamp Wallabies were present, with footprints in sandy 
parts of the track, and there was a possible fox den on 
the side of the gully. We did find one small mammal 
scat, possibly from a rat but we could not confirm the 
species. 


Thanks 

To Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the survey, 
and Tracey, Lothar, Zane, Barry, Alison, Phil and Zahlia 
for setting and checking the traps. 


The survey was carried out in accordance with the 
conditions in WSIAEC approval 23.15, DELWP permit 
10007876 and SPPFL 01192. 
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Out and about: more orchid people 


he first orchids scientifically named in the Pacific 

were species in the Thelymitra genus. Thelymitra 
was coined by the Forster brothers, who had collected 
Thelymitra longifolia in the South Island of New Zealand 
in 1772 and published the name of the species in 1776. 
Johann Reinhold Forster (1729-1798) and his son 
Georg Forster (1754-1794) were travelling with Cook 
on his second voyage of 1772-1775. This had been a 
great opportunity for them because Johann was 
struggling to make ends meet as a translator, writer and 
teacher. Johann Reinhold Forster was the descendant of 
a Yorkshire landowner who had emigrated as a 
supporter of Charles | (1600—1649). He was born near 
Danzig and worked as a Protestant clergyman. In 1765, 
he undertook an extended journey to Russia with his son 
Georg. In 1766, he settled in England with his family. In 
1780 Johann Reinhold Forster became professor for 
natural history in Halle, where he remained until his 
death. He was said to have had a violent temper. 
However, according to Solander, an eminent botanist, 
'He is of all the men | know, the most open or the 
greatest fool. He certainly has made some clever 
remarks during the Voyage, but he talks rather too much 
of them ... He came home thinking himself very 
great—now he is reduced even in his own opinion’. 


Georg Forster (1754-1794) was professor in Kassel from 
1778, in Vilnius from 1784 and a librarian in Mainz from 
1788, where he became the vice-president of the 
Rhine-German National Convention after the French 
conquest of the city in 1793. In 1790, he travelled 
through the Netherlands, Great Britain and France with 
Alexander von Humboldt. Despite this, both Forsters 
were never rich and had to resort to moonlighting as 
translators. They concentrated on translations from 
English of travelogues, which at that time were very 
popular. Due to their various activities as naturalists, 
teachers, reviewers, correspondents, editors, travel 
writers and translators, they were both significant 
mediators between Great Britain and Germany, as well 
as between Europe and the rest of the world. Georg 
Forster graduated in medicine in Vilnius (now Vilnius, 
Lithuania) in 1794. 


The Twisted Sun Orchid, Thelymitra flexuosa under its 
original name of Thelymitra smithiana commemorates 
the Norwich physician and friend of Joseph Banks, Sir 
James Edward Smith (1759-1828). When he was 

25 years old, Smith took the decisive action to buy the 
great Linnean collection of plants, which were in danger 
of being lost to science following the death of Linnaeus’s 
son in 1783. Smith bought them when they were offered 
for sale in 1784. In conjunction with the bishop of 
Carlisle, he founded the Linnean Society of London and 
was its first president. In 1798, he raised the new genus, 
Diuris, which is one of the first taxa of Pacific orchids to 
be described. 


Robert Campbell Gunn (1808-1881), botanist, public 
servant and politicians, came to Tasmania in 1830. He 
started as supervisor of convict barracks in Hobart, was 
transferred to Launceston and eventually became a 
Police Magistrate there. In the course of his travels in 
northern Tasmania, he met William Lawrence who was 
collecting for Sir William Hooker and became interested 
in the flora and fauna of his adopted land. In return for 
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Valda Dedman 


his specimens he requested books to learn more about 
plants and help him with identification. 


The Thelymitra species from Tasmania and the eastern 
states were separated from those collected in Western 
Australia by Gunn who collected specimens in Tasmania 
and sent them to Sir William Hooker at Kew. This is 
explained in the Appendix to the first twenty-three 
volumes of Edwards’s Botanical Register. This appendix 
contained John Lindley’s A Sketch of the Vegetation of 
the Swan River Colony. 


The genera Macdonaldia, named by Gunn for Mrs John 
Grant Smith née MacDonald, wife of the storekeeper at 
Circular Head where Gunn was living, is now known as 
Thelymitra everywhere. Charlotte Smith collected algae 
and shells and ‘a splendid Collection of Orchideae’, 
which Gunn sent to Hooker on 28 April 1838. Mrs Smith 
attended to his plants when he was absent, changing the 
drying papers on his specimens. He was devastasted 
when she died later that year at the early age of 29. 


In 1842 Gunn published Observations on the Flora of 
Geelong, Port Phillip in the third issue of The Tasmanian 
Journal of Natural Science, Agriculture, Statistics etc, 
which was printed in Hobart and published under the 
auspices of the Governor of Tasmania, Sir John Franklin, 
by the Tasmanian Philosophical Society. Sir John and 
Lady Franklin actively promoted scientific inquiry in 
Tasmania and when they left the colony, Gunn became 
manager of the properties they had acquired there. This 
included Lady Jane’s private botanical garden, which he 
had helped set up. In later life he became very prominent 
in Tasmanian public affairs but was always interested in 
its natural history. He travelled widely in Tasmania, 
although he wrote few articles. He even sent a live 
Tasmanian Tiger to the British Museum in 1850. Gunn’s 
Orchid (or Butterfly Orchid) Sarcochilus gunnii or even 
known as Gunnia australis, now Sarcochilus australis, 
was named for him. 


Joseph Dalton Hooker dedicated his Flora Tasmaniae 
(1859) to Gunn and to William Archer, another 
Tasmanian collector. As he wrote of the latter in his 
preface ‘Il am indeed very largely indebted to this 
gentleman, not only for many of the plants described, 
and much of the information which | have embodied in 
this work, but for the interest he has shown during its 
whole progress and for the liberal contribution of the 
thirty additional plates all of which are devoted to the 
Orchidaceae and chiefly made from his own drawings 
and analyses.’ Archer had also contributed £100 to the 
work. 


William Archer (1820-1874) was an architect, botanical 
collector and politician. He trained and worked as an 
architect in England from 1836-42 and then in 
Tasmania. He designed many buildings in Tasmania, as 
well as the stained-glass window in Christ Church, 
Longford. He travelled widely and collected plants, fungi 
and seaweeds in the 1840s and 50s. He returned to 
England to study botany from 1856—1859. He was 
elected a fellow of the Linnean Society there. On 
returning to Tasmania, he lived in Hobart. In 1860-61 he 
was secretary of the Royal Society of Tasmania and 
contributed a number of articles, mostly on botany, to its 


Papers and Proceedings. He became a member of the 
first Tasmanian Legislative Council, then of the 
Legislative Assembly. He moved to Melbourne in 1871, 
returning to Tasmania in 1874. Corunastylis archeri, the 
Variable or Elfin Midge Orchid is named after William 
Archer (1820-1874), its original collector. 


William Nicholls (1885-1951) was a gifted writer, 
photographer, painter and orchidologist. Born in Ballarat, 
he later worked as a bookbinder and then as a plant 
propagator and classifier in the Footscray municipal 
gardens. As a young man he travelled by bicycle and on 
foot in the Otway and Eastern Victorian mountains. He 
became a skilled photographer of wildflowers, many of 
his photographs appearing in Wild Life and the Sun 
Nature Book series. From about 1920 he developed an 
obsessive interest in orchids and began producing 
research papers, often describing new species, 
illustrated with his own detailed line drawings. From 
December 1925 until his death The Victorian Naturalist 
published nearly one hundred of his articles. Until a few 
years before his death, when several novelties began 
arriving from remote areas he was unable to visit, 
Nicholls claimed to have personally collected all but half 
a dozen of the 160 Victorian orchid species then known. 


His ‘hobby’ led to his dream of producing an authoritative 
monograph on Australian orchids and his work Orchids 
of Australia was ‘the outcome of unremitting toil over the 
past 27 years’. He used only living specimens for his 
drawings and descriptions. Many of the rarer tropical 
orchids were grown at his home encouraged to flower 
under glass. ‘Only thus’, he wrote, ‘could | acquire that 
thorough knowledge of diagnostic characters, of 
peculiarities in structure and growth that are 
indispensable to the monographer—dried specimens, 
however well preserved, could never supply the subtle 
details of habit, colour and texture.’ 

The book is remarkable both for its text and the detailed 
large-scale paintings. 


Starting in 1951 the book was to have been published in 
parts over a decade or more. Unfortunately, Nicholls 
died just before the first part came off the press. After 
part IV appeared the project was abandoned. Later, 
however, in 1969 the whole work was published in a 
single volume and it remains the definitive work on 
Australian orchids. 


Edith Coleman (1874-—951) died just a few months after 
William Nicholls. She too wrote many articles for the 
Victorian Naturalist for some twenty-nine years. She 
joined the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria in 1922 and 
immediately delivered a paper, ‘Some Victorian Orchids’. 
She did not always write about orchids and she also 
wrote for newspapers and magazines such as the 
Australian Women’s Weekly. She became known 
worldwide through a series of papers (1927 to 1933) in 
the Victorian Naturalist, where she recorded her 
discovery of the pollination of three Cryptostylis orchid 
species by the Ichneumon wasp, Lissopimpla 
semipunctata, via the insect's pseudo-copulation with the 
orchid flower that resembles the female Ichneumon. 


Her descriptions confirmed and extended overseas 
research on orchid pollination by insects. 


You can read more about this amazing woman in The 
Wasp and the Orchid, by Danielle Clode. It has twice 


been reviewed at club meetings and is in the GFNC 
library. 


The ‘orchid people’ were not always trained botanists. 
William Nicholls only had a primary school education, 
Ronald Gunn was a public servant, the Forsters had to 
resort to translating to make a living, Edith Coleman was 
a housewife when she made her discoveries. All have 
contributed to our knowledge of Australian orchids. 
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Thelymitra ixioides 


Photo: Graham Possingham 
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October butterfly report 


he Anglesea area seems to be this month’s butterfly 

hotspot, with several unusual species recorded, the 
Heath Sand-skipper photographed by John Newman and 
a Blotched Dusky-blue by Barry Lingham, which caused 
some discussion on our Facebook page. Australian 
Painted Ladies are being seen all over the place. 


The first Meadow Argus turned up on 13 October in 
Hoopers Paddock on Horseshoe Bend Road. Hoopers 
Paddock is the offset area for the Armstrong Creek 
development. Permission was given to visit this site. 


Wendy Cook watched an Australian Painted Lady 
sunning itself on a piece of wood on the ground in the 
Brisbane Ranges. After a couple of minutes, when she 
moved, it flew ahead of her and landed, and repeated 
this about three times before it flew off into the bush. 


Valda Dedman 


Bernie Lingham watched a Yellow Admiral taking twenty 
minutes to warm itself one morning, while another was 
active at 7.30 a.m. 


The first Caper Whites have been seen. Will there be a 
big migration? 


And what were the two Green Grass-darts doing in the 
Possingham garden? 


Observers 

BL, Barry Llingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; DE, Deborah 
Evans; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GP, Graeme 
Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; RLw, Rod Lowther; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 

TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 








Pia zv 





E-n 


Yellow Admiral Photo: Bernie Linhgam 
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Varied Dusky-blue underside 
Photo: Graham Possingham 


Butterfly sightings 


Heath 
Sand-skipper 20/10/18 1 on Denhams track, at 1.00 p.m., photographed. wo 
Green 
Grase-dart | 288M8 | Belmont Eastview Pae | tL RI 


14/10/18 Victoria Tce Belmont 2 active in garden. 
25/10/18 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


: 6. Several in garden. Some were performing a JPo, 

2BJAO/TO Highton circling courtship display (or is that fighting?) 
Caper White ! , JPo 
1/10/18 Harrison Court Highton 1 first for season. GP ? 


10/10/18 | Lonsdale Freshwater Lakes 


Australian : JPo 
Painted 23/9/18 Anglesea 1 quite cool. About 13°C. GP 
Lady 


| 2918 | |Batesford = 1 | 1 by the gate to the Belcher property. | | 1 by the gate to the Belcher property. | gate to the Belcher property. 


30/9/18 Firetail Track Anglesea 1 on gravel trail, mid-morning. Ra 
f . JPo, 

1/10/18 Harrison Court Highton 1 GP 

Brisbane Ranges, Brisbane Tk 
1/10/18 and Mistletoe Tk Several, warm day. 
6/10/18 Wensleydale 10 scattered through garden, warm bright sun. 

10 along Denhams and associated tracks. All 
Geebung track, Brisbane 1 sunning itself on a piece of wood on the 
, 10. They have become common once the 

25/10/18 Geelong Botanic Gardens temperature gets up. 


Yellow 5/10/18 Highton 1 flying in garden in sunshine at 7.10 a.m. 


Admiral P A. l 

1 sunning itself on the house brickwork, at 8.30 
a.m. 20 mins later and warmed, it flew off. 
Photographed on Facebook. 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean 


14/1 | tao | | 1441018 | Highton = 


20/10/18 1 on muddy wet track on Anglesea heath. Sie le 


Brisbane ranges, beside South 
14/10/18 Steiglitz Rd, close to Bert 1 feeding on floweriing grass-tree stalk. 
Boardman Reserve 


Meadow Argus 43/10/18 Hoopers Paddock, Horseshoe 1 fairly battered individual for this tiime of the BL 
Bend Rd year. 
Bright Copper 
9 RE 13/10/18 Anglesea 1 JPo, 

GP 
TFI, 

Varied YB 

Dusky-blue 13/10/18 Anglesea 

Blotched 

Dusky-blue 19/10/18 | Forest Rd Anglesea 1 in heathy woodland, photographed. 
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Cuthbertson Drive Ocean 


5/10/18 Grove 





Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Brisbane Ranges: 
Steiglitz Court House and beyond 


27 September 2018 


Leader: Craig Morley 


The excursion commenced 9.00 a.m. at the Steiglitz 
Court House. | always enjoy debating how to pronounce 
the name of this area i.e. ‘Stei—glitz’ from its German 
origin or ‘Stiegl—its’ as we usually pronounce it now. 
Whichever version you prefer, the birdwatching is always 
enjoyable when you get there. 


We commenced with a walk along the track parallel to 
the creek, moving downstream. Fan-tailed Cuckoos and 
Pallid Cuckoos along with Shining Bronze-Cuckoos 
entertained us with their distinctive calls. Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoos claimed the prize for ‘best call’ based on 
volume. 


Numerous honeyeaters, Striated Pardalotes and Spotted 
Pardalotes, Scarlet Robins and Eastern Yellow Robins 
and other birds made up a list of 32 species for this 
section of the excursion. 


A Wedge-tailed Eagle provided a clear view of its flight 
and prompted a discussion about the pointless killing of 
420 birds in East Gippsland. The perpetrator was fined 
$2500 and received a sentence of 14 days jail, the first 
custodial sentence for the destruction of protected wildlife 
handed out in Victoria (The Age, 24/09/18). 


We moved to the Bert Boardman Recreation Area for 
morning tea, after which we drove to the Upper Stony 
Creek Reservoir via the Steiglitz-Durdidwarrah road. That 
road has been a favourite of mine for many years, 
particularly the point where it intersects the Ballan-Anakie 
Road. That spot was always a good place to stop and 
have breakfast when heading north. The windy 
conditions made observing at the reservoir a bit difficult, 





Spotted Pardalote 
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Les Barrow 


but we added another nine species to our list. However, 
things were much more sheltered as we moved further 
along the road where we spotted 25 species, including a 
silent Rufous Songlark. 


Thank you, Craig, our leader, and all the other experts 
and enthusiasts who joined in. It was a very enjoyable 
day. 


Links to the individual bird lists in eBird Australia: 


Steiglitz Historic Park and Court House 


https://ebird.org/australia/view/checklist/S48772228 
https://ebird.org/australia/view/checklist/S48787317 


Upper Stony Creek Reservoir, adjacent to 
Durdidwarrah Road 


https ://ebird.org/australia/view/checklist/S48772234 


Steiglitz-Durdidwarrah Road, Durdidwarrah 
https ://ebird.org/australia/view/checklist/S48772233 


Brisbane Ranges National Park, the Crossing Picnic 
Area (lunch spot for some). 


https://ebird.org/australia/view/checklist/S48772231 


Reference 

Fox Koob, S. (2018) ‘Jail over killing of eagles ina 
Victorian first’, The Age, 
httos://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/jail- 
over-killing-of-eagles-in-a-victorian-first-20180924- 
p505r4.html 











White-naped Honeyeater 


Photos: David Boyle 


Combined bird list for Brisbane Ranges excursion 


Black Swan 
Y 


4 
| 3 |White-eared Honeyeater | 4 [Australian Raven 
White-naped Honeyeater | 16 [Jacky Winter 
2 Scarlet Robin 
6 
5 
2 


ellow-tufted Honeyeater | 1 [Golden Whistler 1 
i Red Wattlebird Rufous Whistler 


E 
| 700 |New Holland Honeyeater | 4 [Grey Fantail 
r 


3 
1 [Brown-headed Honeyeater | 2 [Scarlet Rob 
| 1 [Striated Pardalote 


Brown Thornbill 4 Mistletoebird 3 


Weebill European Goldfinch 
ulphur-crested Cockatoo White-browed Woodswallow | 2  |House Sparrow 


Crimson Rosela | 8 [Dusky Woodswallow | 6 _|Red-browed Finch 


Please note: This edition of the Geelong Naturalist follows bird taxonomy and nomenclature used in eBird. 


ee 
T= 

BufFrumped Thombil | 6 [Common Staring | 
4 
mT 





Some interesting invertebrates seen within the region this month 





7 





Enamelled Spider, Photo: Rheanna Allan 


Grapevine moth, 
Armstrong Creek Ocean Grove 4/10/18 


25/10/18 






Pterolocera rubescens, Photo: Helen Schofield Bulldog ant J Photo: Berle Lingham 
Anglesea 16/10/18 Anglesea 2/10/18 
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Black-faced Cormorants 


n 18 October 2018, the Geelong Field Naturalist 

Club welcomed me to present on 
Black-faced Cormorants (Phalacrocorax fuscescens), a 
species | became very well acquainted with during my 
Honours research in 2006. The Black-faced Cormorant is 
an exclusively marine based species and is endemic to 
Australia with a distribution along the southern mainland 
extending from south-west Western Australia to southern 
New South Wales. Previous anecdotal records dating 
back to 1910 had indicated winter breeding in a remote 
colony located at Notch Island, located approximately 
19 km east of Wilson Promontory, Victoria. Given little 
was known about the species’ breeding chronology and 


Andy Taylor 


diet prior to my project, my research investigated the 
possible factors that may influence the timing of 
breeding. This included an analysis of the species’ diet 
and likely foraging locations, predator avoidance and 
environmental factors. The research suggested that 
winter breeding may be a strategy to minimise chick 
mortality when ambient temperatures are lower. | have 
since published my research on the species’ breeding 
chronology and diet which can be viewed here in full: 


http:/Awww.marineornithology.org/PDF/41_1/41 1 23- 
27.pdf 





Black-faced Cormorants 


Photo: Andy Taylor 


Preliminary information about planned GFNC King Island Excursion in 2019 


A trip to King Island is planned from Friday 22 to Monday 25 March 2019. 


Flights will depart from Barwon Heads Airport in a twin engine aircraft that seats seven passengers. We will 
arrange two flights, allowing 14 people to attend the trip. The flights take less than 40 minutes. There is a weight 


limit for luggage, passengers and gear. 


Accommodation for three nights will be in motel style double or twin rooms with shared bathroom facilities. 
Individual accommodation with en suite facilities plus breakfast may be available at a higher price. 


We will explore King Island in rented 4WD vehicles with a focus on observing any birds migrating towards the 
mainland. There is a range of birdlife, flora and fauna on the island. Some time will be allowed for general 
sightseeing. We will be doing quite a bit of walking and getting in and out of vehicles so participants must be 


moderately fit. 


Approximate costs for flights, 4VVD hire and self-catered accommodation will be $800 per person. Meals and 


entertainment will be additional costs. 


If you wish to participate in the trip, please forward an expression of interest to Barry at 
lingham@tpg.com.au or via phone message to 0417 115 109. 


If you wish to see how Field Naturalists explored King Island in 1887, check this fascinating detailed 
account at https://collections. museumvictoria.com.au/articles/1677 
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General meeting report—Predator-Prey Imbalance in South-eastern Australia, 
Dr Jeff Yugovic 


n 2 October at the General Meeting of the Club we 

welcomed Dr Jeff Yugovic who discussed the role 
predators play in stabilising ecosystems. The loss of 
apex carnivores may be humankind's most pervasive 
influence on nature. Jeff's work analysing the use of 
predator-free enclosures indicates that the lack of 
predators to control herbivores led to over-population 
and severe damage to vegetation. Areas where 
predators are absent or restricted can lead to habitat 
destruction. Current examples are possums damaging 
many trees on the Mornington Peninsula and Koalas 
killing large areas of Manna Gums in the Otway Ranges. 
In our present environment, altered by humans (both 
pre and post-European settlement), large native 
predators have become extinct and introduced foxes, 
cats and dogs fill this role. Jeff warned that control of 
foxes, cats and even small predators like Noisy Miners 
may be counter-productive. The ecosystem is complex, 


Marilyn Hewish 


and any interference at one trophic level may have 
unexpected and unpredictable results at other levels of 
the system. 


The audience was intrigued by this approach to ecology 
and the question and answer session afterwards was 
long and intense. 


Barry Lingham thanked the speaker. He said that some 
of Jeff's ideas go against current thinking, but that our 
actions should be based on scientific evidence, not 
entrenched practices and emotion. The audience was 
stimulated and intrigued by the new way of thinking and 
the long-term implications for ecosystem management. 
Rod Lowther later said that he now realised that 
‘meddling’ in the environment could be dangerous due to 
unknown consequences. In some cases, ‘Leave it alone’ 
could be the better strategy. 


Sipuncula or Peanut Worms 


he live ‘worm’ pictured below was found on 27 

December 2017 at 7.25 p.m. after a high tide on the 
beach at the intertidal zone on Pt. Addis beach. It may 
have been washed ashore with the numerous clumps of 
seaweed and some sea grass present at the site. It 
displayed retractable mouthparts from the head and had 
particles of sand in its mouth which it appeared to be 
masticating or attempting to regurgitate. The worm had 
many segments with the middle section displaying 
several short dark coloured ‘spines’ or leg-like 
appendages. The ‘tail’ was very segmented. The overall 
length is approximately 30-35 cm. 


Malacologists (scientists who study molluscs) at the 
Australian Museum believe it is likely to be a burrowing 
Sipuncula, or peanut worm. They have advised that this 
group of animals isn't very well studied but a few facts 


Graham Smith 


are common to most species within the group: all are 
marine and they are relatively common in shallow waters. 
Different species can have very different methods of 
habitat selection, with some burrowing in sand, some 
boring into solid rock, and some using discarded shells to 
live in. Most sipunculans are less than 10 cm in length 
but some can grow much larger and longer—as per this 
specimen. 


www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/sipnuncula/ 
sipuncula.htmleol.org/pages/8871/overview 


www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/ 
Sipunculabit.ly/2Q3SXp1 





Burrowing Sipuncula 


Photo: Graham Smith 
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October fauna report 


ammals 

The ‘headline’ species this month is the introduced 
Red Deer, not so much because there are sightings of 
the animal—indeed just the one from our weekend at 
Pomborneit North (more about that next month)—but 
because of a report that there is a population in the 
Otway Ranges near Barramunga. While talking to John 
Turner recently, the subject of deer came up. He told me 
that there is a small herd living in the river valley just past 
Barramunga; so far | haven't been there to look for them. 
There have long been suggestions that the deer have 
herds in the Otway Ranges but until now the reports have 
been vague. Fallow Deer are widespread in the Anglesea 
area, Brisbane Ranges, Reedy Lake and elsewhere, and 
there are many reports of them in our records. 


With warmer weather here the number of Short-beaked 
Echidna sightings has increased. Ross Auchettl noted 
one on 25 September foraging beside Island Track, then 
another ‘half-hiding, half-foraging’ under a large rock in 
Spring Creek on 4 October—both in the Brisbane 
Ranges. On 20 September he saw two in different parts 
of Bamganie State Forest. Tom Fletcher and Gordon 
McCarthy noted one crossing Brushfields Road, Bellbrae 
on 25 October. 


Two Common Brushtail Possums were noted by Ross 
Auchettl in the Bamganie State Forest at night on 20 
September; one walking on the ground in the southern 
section of the forest, the other on a low branch in the 
same area. 


Ross Auchettl observed two Sugar Gliders near Spring 
Creek in the Brisbane Ranges on 4 October at night. 


Ina10km stretch of Bamganie State Forest at night a 
total of seven Common Ringtail Possums were seen by 
Ross Auchettl. 


One Eastern Grey Kangaroo was seen and 
photographed by Barry Lingham, bounding along the 
entrance track at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve and 
past the Information Centre on 17 October. According to 
Barry, it may be the first record of a kangaroo in the 
reserve. Tom Fletcher noted a mob of 12—a mix of 
ages—on the Breamlea Wetland on 16 October. Geoff 
Gates reported about 50 grazing in a paddock near Bells 
Beach car park on 28 October. 


On the Surf Coast Highway at Mt. Dunned on 27 October 
Geoff Gates observed one road killed Red Fox. 


One Brown Hare was observed grazing in the centre of a 
paddock off Andersons Road, Swan Bay on 23 October 
by Tom Fletcher and Angus Hartshorn. 


Herps 
As the weather becomes warmer and drier there is a 
corresponding fall in reports of frogs. 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Three Spotted Grass Frogs were found by Barry 
Lingham under a tile in a recently dried out dam near the 
East Track in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 6 
October. Jenny and Graham Possingham heard one 
calling from beside Wal Whiteside Walk near the Barwon 
River in South Geelong on the same day. 


On 27 October Lynne Clarke noted five Macquarie 
Turtles basking on a low branch over the Barwon River 
near Princes Bridge in Belmont. This is one place the 
turtles have been noted in the past. Since they are not a 
locally indigenous species it would be interesting to 
determine whether they have established a breeding 
population. 


Helen Schofield found two beautiful Striped Legless 
Lizards under tiles at Cressy on 20 October. 


One Metallic Cool-skink was found in the garden at 
Cuthbertson Drive, Ocean Grove on 6 October by Barry 
Lingham. 


Lowlands Copperhead snakes; these superb snakes 
seem to have a good population in the Anglesea 
Heathlands. On 11 October Barry Lingham saw one in 
the heathlands off Forest Road, noting colour pattern of 
‘dark brown with bronze colouring along the side, with 
obvious pale anterior edge to the upper labial scales’. On 
the following day he saw another in much the same area. 
On 25 October Tom Fletcher and Gordon McCarthy saw 
one on the track along the pipeline off Forest Road. 


On 1 October Geoff Russell saw and photographed a 
slender but apparently healthy Tiger Snake on Stan 
Lewis Walk in Highton. Geoff made the comment that 
had two children been cycling along the path a minute 
earlier they would have run over it! 


A snake that was essentially yellowy-olive with a brown 
head and tail but no mid-body markings may have been 
this species. John Newman noted it at Wensleydale on 6 
October. Barry Lingham found one at Gherang Bush on 
11 October and Geoff Gates reported another at 
Coogoorah Reserve, Anglesea on 25 October. Finally a 
word of warning to bird-observers, Geoff also saw one 
sunning itself on the path into the bird hide at Jerringot on 
27 October. 


One Eastern Brown Snake was noted swimming out to 
a small island at Coogoorah Reserve, Anglesea by 
Margaret MacDonald, Kaye Traynor and Tom Fletcher on 
22 October. 


Observers: thanks to all the Club members who 
recorded their fauna observations over the last month. 


October bird observations—some highlights 


A casual look through the extensive list of records from 
the link below can leave no doubt in anyone’s mind that 
spring is here in Greater Geelong and the Bellarine 
Peninsula. A healthy combination of warmer, longer days 
and lingering water in wetlands has led to a great array 
of bird species recorded this month over many different 
habitats. 


The songs and calls are characteristic, even evocative 
and none more so than some of the recent spring 
arrivals that frequently give away their presence by their 
call long before they are seen. Olive-backed Orioles 
have been identified in several areas in the eastern 
Otways forests and Pallid Cuckoos are now fairly 
widespread throughout rural and lightly wooded areas 
where the plaintive penetrating upwards scale call 
cannot be missed. White-browed Woodswallows, often 
very high overhead, also have a most distinctive call that 
instantly draws one’s attention skyward on warmer blowy 
days. They have been seen drifting across our skies for 
several weeks now and low numbers, often in the drier 
forests to our north, may settle in to breed. 


Farmland fence lines and grain crops have given rise to 
Brown Songlark and Australasian Bushlark records. 
Farmland to the west and north of Geelong can be 
reliable spots for these birds. Rufous Songlarks, 
recorded in the Brisbane Ranges and out to the west, at 
Wingeel, on the eBird Global Big Day, are more often 
seen in lightly wooded grassy areas. White-winged 
Trillers have had their first appearances for spring also 
in the month gone by. 


A male Red-capped Robin at Cargerie was a rewarding 
find after being heard for several weeks. Crimson 
Rosellas right in central Geelong city were an intriguing 
record. Eurasian Tree Sparrows are possibly 
overlooked in Geelong, sometimes even tucked into 
small flocks of House Sparrows, but are endearing 
birds and have been seen in Manifold Heights reminding 
us to look for that chestnut crown and dark cheek patch 
along with the chestnut rump, instead of the grey rump of 
the House Sparrow, as they fly away. Most of our town 
Eastern Spinebills have retreated to the wetter forests 
to breed by now but one was seen still utilising 
bell-shaped flowers in North Geelong this month. 


Plenty of Wedge-tailed Eagle records have been 
submitted this month from various areas and the most 
attractive Spotted Harrier continues to thrill as they float 
over fields in Moorabool, Murgheboluc and Modewarre 
areas. Black Kites seem to be settled in at a number of 
places—it would be pleasing to gather more details on 
the breeding and movements of these birds in our 
region. 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


Wetland enthusiasts are still being richly rewarded for 
their muddy efforts. Both Baillon’s and Australian 
Spotted Crake have been seen and Black Swan 
breeding in Breamlea saltmarsh was satisfying with 
cygnets seen. Black-tailed Nativehen records have 
been very sparse over recent years but five birds near 
Winchelsea supplements several single bird records 
elsewhere. A Brown Quail was unexpected at Lake 
Modewarre margins and two Cape Barren Geese in 
Belmont on the edge of the Barwon River drew birders in 
to see this most unusual phenomenon. 


We do not get too many records from the beaches in the 
far west of our coast, but a welcome selection of 
Hooded Plover records has been enjoyed. Little Egrets 
have begun to prepare for breeding in Queenscliff again, 
following on from the noteworthy breeding events of the 
last two summers. Sharp-tailed Sandpipers have 
arrived from their northern hemisphere breeding 
grounds, after a flight of 12 000 km or more, to feed on 
numerous wetlands across Geelong. The vagrant 
Northern Shoveler reported last month, reappeared at 
Lake Modewarre after several weeks’ absence with the 
last record around 23 September. Which raises the 
question, where is it now? Interestingly, the Northern 
Shoveler was noted with higher numbers of 
Australasian Shovelers—possibly not unrelated 
events. So, if you’re out and about with your scope and 
come across higher numbers of Australasian 
Shovelers, spread across an expanse of water, take a 
closer look—you just never know. 


You can also take a look at the records on the website 


at: https:/Awww.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird- 
observations 


And don’t forget to look at the eBird website and search 
species and then zoom in on the Geelong region: 


https://ebird.org/australia/map 


Many thanks to all the observant bird enthusiasts, listed 
below, who have been submitting their sightings and in 
doing so are contributing to a better understanding of our 
local birds. 


Andrea Dennett, Angus Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, Craig 
Morley, David Hollands, David Tytherleigh, Deborah 
Evans, Geoff Gates, GFNC Bird Group, Gordon 
McCarthy, Janene Schillier, Jeff Dagg, Jennie Turner, 
Jennifer Carr, John Newman, Lynne Clarke, Maddie 
Glynn, Marilyn Hewish, Paul Schillier, Phil Hunter, 
Robert Missen, Ross Auchettl, Tom Fletcher, Trevor 
Hodson. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Wooloomanata in spring 
25 October 2018 
Leader: Craig Morley 


Chris White 


Superb weather welcomed us all for the October Musk Lorikeets zapped through the trees during most of 
mid-week Bird Group excursion. Twenty gathered our walk and good sightings of Horsfield’s 

inside the gate just off Sandy Creek Road prior to the Bronze-Cuckoos and Pallid Cuckoos were made. 
appointed start time for a commencement briefing and Striated Pardalotes and Spotted Pardalotes along with 
plans for the morning. Some of us were entertained by Yellow-rumped Thornbills and Buff-rumped Thornbills 

a couple of hares bounding around further down the were seen here also. 

track towards the dam—our first stop and where we 

parked the cars. A total of 57 bird species were sighted providing a 


further update to previous Club observations at this site. 
The dam provided good sightings of water birds and 


waders. Yellow-billed Spoonbills, Black-fronted With thanks to Craig for leading the group and the land 
Dotterels and a White-necked Heron were standouts. owners for once again granting us access to this special 
Thanks to those members who shared their scopes, part of our region. 


li ll of h i ; 
enabling all of us to have good views A link to the list in the eBird Australia database: 


We spent the next couple of hours wandering along the https://ebird.org/australia/view/checklist/S49432300 
creek making plenty of observations along the way, 

finally backtracking to the cars for a late morning cuppa. 

The brilliant spring weather probably contributed to 

sightings of Rainbow Bee-eaters including one 

outstanding display by six birds in the sky above us. 
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Yellow—billed Spoonbill Photo: Richard Misquitta Pallid Cuckoo Photo: David Boyle 
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The group enjoying some birds along the creek. Photo: David Boyle 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 


Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 
deductible. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 


Thursday 22 November 2018 
Bellarine Wetlands 


Leader: Barry Lingham 
We will focus on both migratory waders and local 


wildfowl that can be found near the Barwon Estuary. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Bluff carpark overlooking 
the Barwon Estuary in Barwon Heads. Take Bluff 
Rd off Ewing Blyth Drive. Some people may wish to 
car pool from this point. 


Second site is the Barwon River high tide roost 
opposite the Ocean Grove Boat Ramp at Guthridge 
Street. 


Third stop will be to see the waterfowl at Blue 
Waters Lake at Blue Waters Drive Ocean Grove. 
We will return to the Bluff for a picnic lunch. 


Bring: Water, drinks, and refreshments for morning 
tea. Binoculars and a telescope (if possible). Sturdy 
shoes for walking, a hat, sunscreen and insect 
repellent. 


Finish: about 12.30 p.m. Some people may stay on 
for a picnic lunch afterwards. 


Enquiries: Barry Lingham 
email: lingham@tpg.com.au / Mob: 0417 115 109 


Challenge Bird Counts 2018 
Leaders: Craig Morley, Barry Lingham 


Once again, in association with BirdLife Australia, we 
will be organising two Challenge Bird Counts (CBC) for 
2018. 


These bird-filled days are a great way to learn more 
about our local birds and their haunts and habits. 


This year we will be visiting a number of key sites to 
search for birds along each of the traditional GFNC CBC 
routes, Bellarine Peninsula and Brisbane Ranges/You 
Yangs, and entering lists to eBird Australia. 


lf you'd like to take part for all or part of the day, please 
contact Craig or Barry with plenty of time before the 
respective days. 


Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs: 


Saturday 24th November start at Steiglitz Court House 
at 6.00 a.m. 


Leader: Craig Morley craigmorleys@bigpond.com 


Bellarine Peninsula: 


Sunday 2nd December start at Pt Addis car park 
6.00 a.m. 


Leader: Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 


Next Fauna surveys 


Bamganie State Forest 


8—11 November 


This is an area we have not looked at in detail, although Ross Auchettl has made some observations at night in 
recent times. However, during the late 1980s two GFNC members, Grant Baverstock and Lawrie Conole, 


undertook a number of trapping and spotlighting surveys. 


Small terrestrial mammals were scarce with only the introduced Black Rat found; however, Sugar Glider and 
Brush-tailed Phascogale were spot-lit at night. Bats were abundant, and it seems likely these were the ‘target’ 
species. We will use Elliott traps and harps in our search, and we will look for reptiles which were not recorded 


previously. 


Thursday 8 November: Meet at 1.00 p.m. to set the traps. 


Friday 9 to Sunday 11 November: Meet at 8.00 a.m. to check the traps. 


The meeting place on each day is on the west side of the forest off Bamganie Road. 


Take the Shelford-Mt Mercer Road, turn left into Henderson’s Road. Travel along Henderson’s Road for about 
2.5 km then turn right into Bamganie Road. After about 6.5 km there is a track on the right into the forest. 


We will meet at the point about 1 km into the reserve. 


The tracks in the forest are rough so 4WD vehicles may be required—car-pooling will help. 


December 9-10: reptile search at Swan Bay shoreline for Swamp Skinks and Pt Addis to look for Mountain 


Dragons. 


Mailing roster 
November: Jan Venters 
December: Bernie Lingham 
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November 2018 


2-3 Fauna survey: Reptile search 

4 Excursion: Enfield Forest with Ballarat FNC 

6 General Meeting: Frogs of Geelong area 

13 Plant Group: sharing photos and observations 
15 Bird Group: Margaret Alcorn—Natimuk-Douglas 


Salt Lakes 
19 Committee meeting 


Coming events 


December 2018 

2 Challenge Bird Count: Bellarine Peninsula 

4 General Meeting: Members Night and 
Christmas supper 

9-10 Fauna survey: Reptile search at Swan Bay 
shoreline and Pt Addis 


22 Mid-week Bird Excursion: Barwon Heads, Bluff, 
River, Moonah Park, L.Murtnagurt 
24 ~~ Challenge Bird Count: Brisbane Ranges, 


You Yangs tbc 


President 


Rod Lowther 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2018-2019 


0419 633 960 





rod.lowther@live.com 


Vice-President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 

Secretary Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 

Treasurer info@gfnc.org.au 

Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 

Committee Members David Boyle 5250 1039 davidboyle48@gmail.com 
Lynne Clarke 0419 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 
Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Rod Lowther 


0419 633 960 


rod.lowther@live.com 


Publications and Comunication Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 

Chair 

Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
Alison Watson alisonw577@gmail.com 
Jane Morrow morrowjane5@gmail.com 

Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 4368 Iphelan@bigpond.com 

Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 

General Meeting Minutes Marilyn Hewish 0409 966 852 hewishs@iprimus.com.au 

Programs and Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 program@gfnc.org.au 

Subcommittee Chair 

Bird Group Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 

Fauna Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@gmail.com.au 

Plant Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tgp.com.au 

Excursion Convenors 

General Barry Lingham 5255 4291 program@gfnc.org.au 

Bird Group Lynne Clarke 0419 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 26 November 2018 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editors. 


Copyright: 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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